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    Preparations For AUST.=NEW GUINEA AIR MAIL. It is anticipated that about March of next year the weekly air mail and passenger service will operate between Sydney and Rabaul, with probable stopping places at Brisbane, Townsville, Cooktown, Port Moresby and Salamaua. To assist in the safe navigation of aircraft over this route several wireless stations will be erected, among which will be one at Cooktown, at Port Moresby, and at Salamana. To determine the most suitable sites for the various units of the wireless equipment Inspector F. W. Stevens, of the Civil Aviation Board (Department of Defence), Melbourne, is at present in Port Moresby. Working in close co-operation with the Papuan Government it is expected that the Department of Defence will establish the most modern radio receiving and transmitting equipment available and aircraft should be in constant cornmunication with Port Moresby throughout the whole flight between Cooktown and Salamaua. An up-to-date radio transmitting and receiving station, for both telegraphy and telephony, will be erected here, in addition to a direction finding station, emergency power station, and fully equipped meteorological office. The radio receiving centre, power station, direction finding station and meteorological office will be situated on or near the Pari aerodrome while the transmitting station will be about a mile away — probably nearer Port Moresby. The direction finding station on the aerodrome is more or less a temporary one, the permanent station later being situated probably on the 3-mile hill. The temporary outfit to be installed is known to be satisfactory today, but a new type of equipment is being tested overseas and if present indications are fulfilled it will prove far superior to anything in operation today and wili later be installed here. The meteorological office will be staffed by officers of the Commonwealth Meteorological Department — one, and perhaps two officers being stationed here — and will provide almost hourly observations, including force and direction of upper air winds by means of hydrogen balloons up to 10,000-12, 000ft. Meteorological information will be available for pilots on the air mail route from this station from the time they leave Australia until departure from Salamaua and will be available continuously for all aircraft within range. Aviation in Australia is growing rapidly, Mr. Stevens says, and although an excellent night train service runs between Sydney and Melbourne it is noticed that both the morning and afternoon air services between these cities are usually fully booked, while the Adelaide to Perth service frequently cannot cope with the traffic. The air service between Papua and Australia will enable Departmental officers and business men to arrive in Sydney in a little over one and a half days from here and to be back in Papua within a week, with several days in Sydney. It is interesting to note that this is not the first visit paid by Mr. Stevens to Papua as about 17 years ago he was for some time in charge of the Wireless Station at Samarai. During the first 3 years' of operation of the Brisbane to Singapore air service this officer was a pilot on that route. The type of aircraft used there are almost identical with those to be used on the Sydney to Rabaul service and Mr. Stevens speaks very highly of them. Their four engines give them a very high safety factor on long sea crossings and their comfort from a passenger point of view is very good.[211]